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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings Friends and Colleagues,

Longer days, vanishing snow, and the appearance of  tree blossoms signal 
the arrival of  spring to the Mountain West. It is a marvelous time of  
renewal. Everyone seems to have a little more energy and enthusiasm as 
we all come out of  “hibernation”. 

Professionally, that same spring-like enthusiasm can be achieved in 
a variety of  ways. For some, it comes through shaking off old habits, 
learning new skills, and refreshing their procedures through continuing 

education. For others, it may be a blooming local service opportunity or foreign humanitarian 
expedition. Many are energized by meaningful association with colleagues either as peers or in a 
mentoring friendship.

The Academy offers these professional opportunities to you as members and to your colleague 
friends who may not be aware of  them.  Please feel free to invite them to explore the website at 
AcademyofLDSDentists.com and register to attend the 40th annual conference in August. All 
are welcome!!

We hope you enjoy this beautiful time of  year and look forward to seeing you this summer.

Warmly,

Tom Johnston, DDS
2016 – 2018 Academy President
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“In God’s kingdom, greatness and leadership means seeing others 
as they truly are—as God sees them—and then reaching out and 
ministering to them. It means rejoicing with those who are happy, 
weeping with those who grieve, lifting up those in distress, and 
loving our neighbor as Christ loves us. 
God’s greatest reward goes to those who serve without expectation 
of  reward. It goes to those who serve without fanfare; those who 
quietly go about seeking ways to help others; those who minister to 
others simply because they love God and God’s children.”
Dieter F. Uchtdorf
April 2017 General Conference



games, food, and fun. Youth 12-18 will hear a teen 
motivational speaker both mornings before heading out 
for their day of  adventure.

DENTAL HYGIENIST “LUNCH AND 
LEARN”
On Friday, August 18th, dental hygienists enjoy their own 
special 2-hour lunch and learn with Dr. Jason Nicholson 
on the topic of  Current Concepts for Treatment of  Peri-
implantitis. Attend the full conference and take care of  
earning all the credits you need for the year. 
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EXTRA DISCOUNTS FOR REFERRING 
FRIENDS
Tell your friends about the Academy! For each dentist 
who joins the Academy, lists you as the referring dentist, 
then attends the conference (you attend too), $100 will 
be reimbursed back to you for conference registration. 
Spread the word!

OUR CONFERENCE IS A FAMILY 
AFFAIR!
The Academy loves families. From our mission statement: 
“We seek to accomplish (our goals) in a family centered 
environment”, and our annual dental conference does 
just that.  With full 2-day separate programs for spouses 
and youth ages 6-18, it’s the perfect vacation for the 
entire family!

Spouse Program
Spouses enjoy their 
own line-up of  
excellent speakers. 
This year the spouse 
program theme, 
“What are you tied 
to?” is taken from 
Russell M. Nelson, 
“Are we securely 

tied to God so that our faith shows, or are we tied to 
something else?” Morning breaks, lunches, and the Friday 
night banquet take place with clinicians. Take a much 
needed break for yourself  and come join us!

Youth Program
Youth enjoy two 
action-packed days, 
one at Lagoon 
amusement park and 
one day at Seven Peaks 
waterpark. Friends, 

ANNUAL DENTAL CONFERENCE

40th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Join us as we celebrate 40 years of  dentistry excellence in education, service, 
and fellowship! The Academy’s dental conference offers many perks you won’t 
find at other dental conferences, making it the top pick for your 2017 continuing 
education experience:

August 18-19, 2017
Register today at: LDSDentist.byu.edu



MENTOR BREAKFAST 
The mentor breakfast is the perfect time to meet with 
your mentor partner in person, especially for those 
not geographically located near each other. Come rub 
shoulders with other Academy members in the program 
while enjoying breakfast on us!

BANQUET/FIRESIDE
You won’t find this “extra” at 
any other dental conference! A 
unique opportunity to take a break 
from professional learning and 
be spiritually uplifted and edified. 
Hear from Liz Lemon Swindle, 
well-known religious artist, and 
enjoy beautiful music as you 
nourish both body and spirit. For 
dentists, staff, and spouses, the 

fireside/banquet is included with conference registration. 

DIGITAL CONFERENCE BINDER 
Conference participants have the option of  accessing 
conference binder materials online (in lieu of  hard copy 
materials). Of  course, if  you prefer a regular binder, we 
have that option for you as well. 
Come celebrate 40 years with us, fellowship with other 
Academy members, learn from the best, and leave feeling 
inspired and rejuvenated! 
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“LUNCH 
AND 
LEARN” 
FOR 
STUDENTS 
AND NEW 
DENTISTS 
(in practice 5 
years or less)

Join other new dentists and students for an 80-minute 
“Lunch and Learn” session with the Academy’s Founder, 
Dr. Gordon Christensen, who is keenly aware of  the 
challenges young dentists face in today’s ever-changing 
field of  dentistry. He is passionate about helping to make 
the transition from student to dentist a successful one. 
Space is limited so register soon! LDSDentist.byu.edu/
register  

DENTAL SERVICE 
OPPORTUNITIES
Catch the spirit of  service 
as you learn of  dental 
service opportunities 
around the world. Display 
tables line the conference 
center hall, showcasing 
different possibilities for 
service with non-profit 

dental organizations and service expeditions led by 
academy members. 

BUYING/SELLING PRACTICE 
NETWORKING BREAK
Retiring dentists, new dentists, students (really anyone 
who is interested!) join together to network regarding the 
buying and selling of  dental practices and the like. Food 
provided!

ANNUAL DENTAL CONFERENCE

To learn more or to register for the conference, 
visit LDSDentist.byu.edu or call 877.221.6716.

40th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE

VALUABLE COURSES AT ACADEMY CONFERENCE
Since graduating dental school in May 2012, I have taken nearly 800 hours of  continuing 
education courses all over this country covering nearly every facet of  dental treatment, 
while also attending the Academy’s annual CE session. I have discovered that some of  best 
didactic CE courses, by far, come from the academy’s annual sessions and at a fraction 
of  the cost of  other great CE courses. Therefore, I strongly recommend to any dentist, in 
any phase of  their career, to attend the Academy’s annual CE session. Wonderful folks, 
wonderful humanitarian opportunities, and incredibly valuable CE courses!
Boyd Newsome, DMD
Rio Rancho, NM

 Academy  Examiner
FAMILY ENJOYS 
CONFERENCE 
TOGETHER
Families love the conference 
too! Read what the Westover 
family says:
“I really loved the games at the 
Dental Conference.  I really 
liked going to Lagoon because I 
got to go on the rollercoasters!”  
Talee Grace (age 8) “I liked the 

Dental Conference because we got to go to Seven Peaks 
and Lagoon.  It was fun having my own counselor and 
making new friends!” Tate Joseph (age 8)
“I liked the Dental Conference because of  the food and 
games that we did! I also enjoyed going to Seven Peaks and 
Lagoon.”  Eva Rain (age 9)
“I liked attending the LDS Dental conference with 
my family because it was family friendly, interactive, 
educational, helpful, and most important FUN!  While I 
was there we got to listen to helpful and inspiring talks and 
then layer that with fun games.  We even got to go to Seven 
Peaks and Lagoon.  We had our own counselors and got to 
make lots of  friends along the way.” Malea Sky (age 11)

“I thought the dental conference was really fun!  I enjoyed 
the speakers and going to Lagoon and Seven Peaks, but my 
favorite thing was making new friends that I could hang 
out with the rest of  the conference.”  Kiah Spring (age 13)
“I absolutely love that the LDS Dental Conference is 
for the entire family!  Not only does my husband get 
outstanding training for his field, but the rest of  the family 
gets uplifted in their own unique ways.  I leave the Spouse 
Conference inspired, rejuvenated, and excited to share 
what I have learned.  When my husband and I meet up 
for lunch we have an abundance of  things to share!  I love 
that I can enjoy these workshops without worrying about 
my kids.  The kids LOVE coming because of  all the fun 
things the Academy has planned for them.  The speakers 
for the teens, fun games for the kids, afternoon activities, 
individualized counselors, new friends, and FOOD 
make this a weekend of  excitement and memories.  It’s 
the perfect beginning to a new school year and a great 
break from our everyday 
routines!  We love the dental 
conference and hope to 
continue this fun tradition 
with our family for years to 
come! ”
Lisa Westover, New Mexico

PROMO CODE NEEDED TO RECEIVE CONFERENCE REGISTRATION DISCOUNT
WHO: Practicing dentists and hygienists (not retired dentists or recent grads, 2015 or later)

WHAT: Promo Code is required during conference registration process in order to receive discount ($200/
practicing dentists, $60 hygienists) 

WHEN: The promo code will be required toward the end of  your conference registration process, either by phone 
(877.221.6716) or online (LDSDentist.byu.edu/register - entered in promo code box) 

WHERE: Where do I get the “promo code”? It is sent via e-mail from the Academy of  LDS Dentists upon payment 
of  2017 dues. You may also contact Kathy at 801.889.7012 or LDSDentists@gmail. com, and she can 
renew your membership and/or provide the code for you. 
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SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES AT A GLANCE
(list is not inclusive)

ACADEMY WEBSITE BEING UPDATED
The Academy’s website, AcademyofLDSDentists.com, will soon have a new look! We’re excited to announce that 
our website is being updated. When it is done, the same important information will still be there, but the site will be 
optimized to reflect the mission of  the academy and improve ease of  use. Stay tuned for updates about when the revised 
site will be up and running.

EQUIPMENT DONATIONS
The Academy no longer accepts equipment donations. 

However, the following organizations may be able to take your donations:

Globus Relief
1775 West 1500 South

Salt Lake City, UT  84104
801.977.0444

Charity Anywhere Foundation
Gordon Carter

Gordon@charityanywhere.org
208.404.6304

Smiles for Central America
David Sheets

dsheets@beprepared.com
801.836.0971

 Academy  Examiner

Central America 
(Smiles for Central America)

Two expeditions a year, spring and fall 
Contact: David Sheets

dsheets@beprepared.com, 801.836.0971
smilesforcentralamerica.com

China 
Xian and Guilin 

Usually two trips per year
Contact:  Karl Koerner for Xian

karlrkoerner@comcast.net, 801.502.8585
Contact: Bruce Bosler for Guilin

boslerdds@msn.com, 707.718.8112

Dominican Republic 
(AYUDA Humanitarian)

Usually two trips in June and July each year
Contact: David Dickerson

dr.dwd@q.com, 801.785.8500

Ecuador and Bolivia 
(Charity Anywhere Foundation)

Choose your travel dates 
Contact: Gordon Carter

gordon@charityanywhere.org, 208.404.6304
charityanywhere.org

Guatemala Dental Clinic 
(run by senior missionaries)

Choose travel dates, families welcome
Contact: Rich Call; 

rlc.call@gmail.com ldsguatvols@gmail.com

Guatemala, Cambodia, India, 
Nepal 

(Global Dental Relief)
Several trips throughout 2017

Contact: Becky Bay
beckyb@globaldentalrelief.org, 303.858.8857

www.globaldentalrelief.org

Haiti 
(Haiti Health Initiative)

One/two service expeditions per year
Next expedition: October 12-20, 2017

Contact: Scott Ferguson
scottgfergie@gmail.com
haitihealthinitiative.org

Honduras and Mexico
 (Cause for Hope - One Life At A Time) 

3-4 service expeditions per year
Contact:  Gary Evans, 208.403.7143

helponelife.org

Samoa, Tonga, and Kiribati
Choose travel dates, families welcome

Contact: Wayne Chisholm
wchisholm@live.com, 435.896.4347

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY IN THE UNITED STATES
Dental Lifeline Network 

(Academy Endorsed)
Donated Dental Services Program

Help the medically fragile, disabled, or elderly
Serve one or many patients per year in your own office.

dentallifeline.org, 303.534.5290

If  you are planning a dental humanitarian service expedition and 
need volunteers, the Academy can help spread the word! Email 
expedition information to Kathy at ldsdentists@gmail.com to be 
added to the list of  service opportunities and for inclusion in online 
posts and the e-mail newsletter.
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DR. DREW 
CAHOON 
With sadness we let 
our members know 
that the Academy’s 
Service Representative 
for Africa, Dr. Drew 
Cahoon, passed away 
on March 21, 2017, 
as the result of  a 
motorcycle accident at 
Lake Mead, Nevada. 
Drew’s organization, 
Adopt an African 
Clinic, worked within 
the Academy of  LDS 

Dentists and Rotary International, to provide North 
American dentists and hygienists an opportunity for 
dental service with a focus on education and mentoring 
for rural third world dentists and the local population. 
Below is a beautiful tribute from the College of  Health 
Sciences, Makerere University and the Dental fraternity 
in Uganda:

“In 2005, Dr Drew Cahoon, a Rotarian from the 
Rotary Club of  Raymond in Alberta, Canada visited 
Uganda. He then visited with the Rotary Club of  
Kampala North (RCKN), the beginning of  a legacy he 
left in Africa. Drew quickly thought of  the best way he 
could help to change the lives of  Ugandans through 
improved oral health. The platform was Rotary and 
the entry point was the Dental School in Mulago. The 
dream was dreamt at the Makerere University Dept. of  
Dentistry with Dr. Louis Muwazi and Dr. Isaac Okullo. 
Two years later through Drew’s efforts, the dream 
was achieved and brand new state-of-the-art dental 
training equipment was supplied to the dental school, 
replacing equipment installed 35 years earlier. Drew 
expanded the project to include dental outreach services 
throughout the country. Years later, Drew would expand 
similar initiatives beyond Ugandan borders to Rwanda, 
Burundi and even Madagascar.

Because of  his love for the people of  Africa, Drew 
touched the lives of  so many people immeasurably. 
Mubende Regional Referral Hospital Director and staff 
are so touched because of  the immense work Dr. Drew 
did to improve and upgrade their dental department to 
world class levels. As late as Feb. 2017, Dr. Drew and 
Dr. Thomas Sorensen travelled and installed a $ 20,000 
USD dental practice software at Mubende RRH clinic, 

the first of  its kind in public hospitals in Uganda. 

Dr. Juliet Nabbanja from Ministry of  Health, Uganda 
Government says Drew was such a generous person 
that words cannot explain how he could do all he did 
for Ugandan dentistry. Drew helped train 8 Ugandan 
dentists for a whole month at the Univ. of  Alberta and 
the Northern Alberta Institute of  Technology (NAIT). 
Through Rotary, friends of  Rotary like Dentaid, 
the Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-day Saints and 
Dentists from Canada and the USA, Drew left his 
dream of  modernizing Ugandan and African dentistry 
halfway accomplished, but we will always treasure his 
legacy of  having started the journey to change dentistry 
in Uganda.

The Dental fraternity and the people of  Uganda will 
never forget Dr. Drew, a man with a heart of  gold who 
was able to influence policy and hospital administrative 
systems for better service delivery. His footprints will 
never fade in Uganda, and his legacy will stay on for 
generations to come. The only way to honour him 
is to sustain and improve whatever he started in our 
region. Makerere University is proposing that the 
Dental School be named after Dr. Drew Cahoon for the 
immense contribution he has made.

“Blessed are the dead which die in the lord from 
henceforth: Yea, saith the spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours; and their works do follow them.” 
(Rev. 14:13). This is an assurance to us concerning the 
passing of  our dear friend, Dr. Drew. Our hearts go out 
to his wife, Joanne, children and grandchildren, as well 
as the family of  Rotary in Canada and the USA. May 
his soul rest in peace.”
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SERVICE WITH DREW CAHOON
by Debbie Cook, Vernal, UT
Academy member, Debbie Cook, was privileged to 
accompany Drew Cahoon on several of  his service 
expeditions and graciously shares a few of  her thoughts 
with us:
“While we are dreaming, lets dream BIG.”  These 
words, spoken often by Dr. Drew Cahoon, echo through 
my mind as I think of  the beginnings of  his work with 
Dr. Muwazi and Dr. Okullo in Uganda, Africa. Drew 
was a dream champion. He lead the way, giving support 
to the dream of  an expanded and beautiful dental clinic 
at Mulago dental school, then by example he showed 
them how to accomplish this seemingly impossible 
task, resulting in a miracle. As I read through the many 
emails that I and Drew have sent back and forth, I find 
two common threads in all of  them:  the “Dream”, and 
“Miracles”.  For him, dreams and service were always 
followed by miracles. He often said, “When we give 
service we see miracles in the lives of  others, and then 
we see miracles in our lives.” I began to watch for the 
miracles and found them in doors of  opportunity that 
were suddenly opened, or in a dentally restored smile 
that brought a life changing confidence to a young girl 
preparing for a mission.
Drew and his teams always devoted time to pre-mission 
exams, preventive, and restorative treatment for the 
native young adults. I often reflect on this scripture: 
“When ye are in the service of  your fellow beings ye 
are only in the service of  your God.” (Mosiah 2:17). We 
witnessed many tender mercies of  the Lord on countless 
occasions throughout my travels in Africa.

The dental humanitarian service in Africa is very 
unique for the dental teams. We hygienists taught our 
skills to their dentists and dental therapists. Lectures 
were conducted in the morning followed by clinical 
time in the afternoon where class participants gained 
hands-on experience, applying this new information. 
The team of  dentists also gave chairside instruction as 
they mentored in areas of  restorative procedures.  Drew 
actualized this powerful quote:  “Give a man a fish you 
feed him for a day, TEACH a man to fish you feed him 
for a lifetime.”  
We often compared him to the energizer bunny because 
his enthusiasm inspired, motivated, and energized 
everyone around him and he never stopped!  He firmly 
believed that there is no adversity, just opportunity.  He 
loved the challenge of  opportunity and invested his 
heart and soul in each project.  
The rock in Drew’s life was his lovely and gracious 
wife Joanne.  She, along with their five children and 
extended family members, kindly shared him with the 
entire world. They sustained him as he persevered 
and forged into areas where his dental expertise would 
greatly benefit others. With their encouragement, his 
success was not only in what he accomplished, but how 
he inspired others.
Drew also had a special tenderness in his heart for those 
of  East Africa, of  whom all have lost loved ones in the 
civil unrest and conflicts of  the region.  Many of  those 
whom he mentored have a strong bond with him as 
their adopted “father”.  They looked to him and his 
work as light and hope for their future. Their future will 
continue to be enveloped in these cherished aspirations 
as those who have been part of  Drew’s past teams 
will continue the work that he pioneered. Protecting a 
dream is just as important as pursuing one.
Combining several anonymous quotes, I will leave with 
these thoughts: You have one life, a chance to make it 
count for something. You are free to choose. I invite you 
to choose to dream and to dream big.  Those who know 
how to dream big and bring those dreams into existence 
are those who change the world. 
The song “For Good” brings a special memory for all 
that knew Drew.  He was a man with a huge heart, 
compassion, an unmatched zest for life, and who lived 
each day by the Rotary motto of  “Service Above Self ”. 
To my dear friend, Dr. Cahoon:  Because I knew you I 
am changed “For Good.”
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P lan Now to Attend!

Academy of LDS Dentists
PO Box 51
Springville, UT  84663

To register for the conference visit: 
LDSDentist.byu.edu/register 

or call 877-221-6716
Early bird pricing ends July 15th!

The dental hygiene students at Utah Valley 
University have a new opportunity to serve in the 
community. They are doing outreach dental hygiene 
services at Title I schools. 

Title I schools are in lower income areas, where 
access to care is limited. We had ordered mobile 
units, but they were very slow in coming, so we called 
Dr. Dickerson at the Academy to see if  we could 
borrow some mobile units to get us started. He was 
so gracious to let us borrow them. Thanks to the 
Academy of  LDS Dentists, the students were able to 
start their outreach with Vineyard Elementary. 

Our students have had a wonderful time working 
on the young students at Vineyard, and I think the 

Vineyard students have enjoyed getting the dental 
hygiene services as well. (Who doesn’t want to have 
a few hours out of  the classroom?) We owe a debt of  
gratitude to the Academy for sharing their equipment 

with us, to allow us to 
serve the community. 
Thanks so much!

Kathy Young
Assistant Professor of  
Dental Hygiene
Utah Valley University


